
 

Assess the impact of 

pollutants on the health 

of residents in the City 

and Town of 

Tonawanda and Grand 

Island 

COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 
SCIENTIFIC  
ANALYSIS  

 

COMMUNITY  
EDUCATION 

 Community health status by assessing the burden of diseases. 

 Occurrence of diseases that emerge over the next several years. 

 Whether pollution is linked with diseases that people have in the 

community. 

 How modifiable risk factors, such as lifestyle behaviors, impact 

disease risk of those exposed to pollution. 

If you have any questions or  
would like to participate in the  
study, please contact us! 

ehstudy.buffalo.edu 

(716) 829-5625  

sphhp-ehstudy@buffalo.edu 

Adults  

18 and over 

Current or past residents of 

Grand Island or the City or 

Town of Tonawanda 

Participation is 

voluntary 

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE? 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

FINAL 11/19 

WHAT WILL WE LEARN? 



STUDY BACKGROUND 

 Tonawanda Coke Corp. (TCC) violated the Clean Air Act by releasing 

coke oven emissions. The imposed fines fund this study. 
 

 Coke oven emissions contain harmful pollutants such as benzene and 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs).  These pollutants and 

others can also come from everyday sources such as traffic 

emissions, fireplaces, pumping gas, and certain cleaning products. 
 

 The study is looking at how pollutants emitted by TCC and other 

sources such as traffic emissions have affected the health of 

residents in surrounding communities. 

STUDY GOALS 

Characterize the 

health status of the 

populations in the 

City and Town of  

Tonawanda and 

Grand Island. 

Learn more about 

the effects of 

multiple low-level 

environmental and 

industrial 

exposures on 

emerging health 

conditions. 

Share what we 

learn with the 

study communities 

so it can be used 

to inform strategies 

to improve 

community health 

status. 

STUDY AIMS  

Determine the current community health status by 

conducting a baseline health survey.  
 

Characterize the extent of current low-level 

exposure to benzene and PAHs among residents. 
 

Cohort follow-up to:  
-Determine new cases of chronic diseases  

-Investigate potential association of new cases 
with pollutants. 

Over 12,000 people 
are currently 
enrolled in our 
study. They are the 
study cohort. A 
cohort is a group of 
people that 
participate in a 
study over a long 
period of time.  
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WHY PARTICIPATE? 

To benefit the community and future generations. 

To understand how pollution affects our health.  

To help create a healthier environment. 

It’s important to research the health effects of industries.  

To learn more about my community’s health. 

                                     

scientists know very little about the health 

effects of long-term exposure to low levels of 

pollution on communities 


